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Inquiry-Oriented Teacher Education:
Lessons Learned from a Historical Analysis of a B. Ed. Degree Program

Anthony Clark
(Faculty of Education s University of British Columbia ,Vancouver V6T 1Z4, Canada)

Abstract: “Inquiry” in North America has long been a stated goal of many teacher education programs.
References to inquiry feature frequently in mission statements, program descriptions, and course ti-
tles. The hope is that student teachers experience inquiry as part of their B. Ed. program and graduate
with an inquiry-orientated focus to their teaching practice. The following paper explores the notion of
inquiry within the context of a North American teacher education program-the University of British
Columbia’s B.Ed. degree-by using Tom’s (1985) three dimensions of inquiry as an analytic frame for
considering the degree to which inquiry is conceived and taken up within that program. Critical lessons
learned include, among others: the incremental shift in conceptions of inquiry; the danger of separa-
ting the practice of teacher education from research in teacher education; the challenge of balancing
the ‘system of schooling” with the ‘educative agenda’; and the need for tenure and tenure-track facul-
ty to be involved in teacher education.

Key words: Inquiry-Oriented Teacher Education; B. Ed. Degree Program; Three-part Analytic Frame;
tenure-stream faculty;system of schooling;educative agenda
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