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Excellence: the Orientation of Contemporary American Teacher Education Development

YANG Jie, WU Lu-ke

(Education Science College , Henan University . Kaifeng 475004, China)

Abstract: Excellence in teacher education has been the focus of contemporary education reform in A-
merica. Teacher education including certification, pathways into teaching and performance assessment
is oriented to standards/quality, flexibility/practicability and efficiency/effectiveness. In face of the in-
ternational competition, American teacher education puts more emphasis on “extensive excellence”
and “integrated improvement” to meet the various educational needs of students and the demands
from the teacher professional development. However, there seems to be much more obstacles in
teacher education development towards excellence.

Key words: American teacher education; orientation of development; excellence; quality; effectiveness
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