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What Has the PISA Changed?

an overview of Japanese educational reform from the perspective of learning capacity evaluation

TAN Jian-chuan

(College of International Studies, Center for the Research of International and Com parative Education ,
Southwest University s Chongqging 400715, China)

Abstract; The PISA has played an important role in Japanese educational reform since its application a
decade ago. Not only has it promoted the policy adjustment on education, but also influenced the
structural reform on compulsory education. However, there are still lots of problems when the Japa-
nese government explains and uses the PISA. For example, the government places too much impor-
tance on the performance ranking with the negligence of the differences on learning capacity and
schooling quality. This shows that no fundamental adjustment has occurred during the “neo-liberal-
ism” educational reform in Japan.

Key words: PISA ;learning capacity evaluation;Japan;compulsory education;educational reform
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