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Transmutation and Reflection about American Teachers’ Education In a Century

GAO Pan-wang

(The research center of basic education curriculum , Shandong normal university ,Jinan 250014 ,China)

Abstract: In the early twentieth century American normal education tried to follow the path of scienti-
fication to cultivate more excellent teachers, but encountered the obstruction of traditional powers like
educational essentialism; during the thirty years after World War Il structuralism, neo-behaviorism
and humanism have all brought great impact to teachers’ education; it was until the late 1980s that the
cultivating mode oriented at teacher professionalization seemed to find out a rather optimistic pathway
for American teachers’ education. We must admit that the emergence of many modes does not change
the situation for the teachers to be defined nor satisfy the requirements of American society and makes
many critics feel uneasy. However, we still can assure that scientific training, standardized operation
and systematic planning have played key roles in cultivating excellent teachers. It constitutes indispen-
sable measures for the new growing point and development of teachers’ education to improve teachers’
education level, to enhance the fostering of education theory. to consolidate the bond between teachers
and middle and primary schools and to take the path of coexistence of systematization and openness.

Key words: teacher education; teacher development; American education; educational trend; pedagogy
schema
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