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A Study on the Historical Development and Future Trends of Education Policies in European Union

CHEN Shi-jian"* ,RAN Yuan-mao'"*
(1. Research Institute of International and Com parative Education ,Beijing Normal University ,Beijing 100816 ,China ;
2. Research Institute o f International & Com parative Education ,Faculty of Education
Southwest University ,Chongqing 400715,China ;
3. School of Educational Science s Guizhou Normal University ,Guiyang 550001, China)

Abstract: Education policies are very important parts of the whole policy system of European Union.
Through the analysis and generalization of status of the polices, the development of the EU education

policy can be classified into three stages, namely the elementary stage from 1957 to 1985, enhancing
stage from 1986 to 2000, and governance stage from 2001 up to now. At present, the contents of EU
education policy can be mainly summarized as basic education, teacher education as well as vocational
education and higher education. EU education policy in the future will move forward in the following

four directions including seeking political identification, enhancing quality and efficiency, eliminating

developmental differences and emphasizing the lifelong learning plan.
Key words: European Union; European education; education policy; education change
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