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Evolution of Higher Education Resource Distribution Pattern in a Hundred Years
———A Historical Investigation since the Republic of China

PENG Ze-ping"**,JIN Yan'
(1. Faculty of Education, 2. Center of Urban and Rural Development ,
3. Chongigqng Co-Innovation Center for the Great Rear Area in China’s War Against Japan, Southwest University ,
Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract ; Since the Republic of China, the quality higher education resources in China have experienced
three evolution including national universities to key universities, and “211” project universities and
“985” project universities. In spite of its continuous increase of education resources, education in Chi-
na is characterized with uneven distribution, especially the interprovincial disparity and regional im-
balance. Concerning the interprovincial distribution, higher education resources experiences a trans-
formation from relative balance to imbalance. Besides, quality of higher education in the eastern part
of China is superior to that in mid-western part in terms of quality and quantity regionally. Mean-
while, the pattern that “the amount of quality higher education in the southern is more than that in
the northern part of China” has changed. Distribution of quality higher education resources is insepara-
bly connected with the change of political center and the overall development of regional economy. But
it is not completely related to the municipal and provincial economy development. Logically, the inte-
gration of municipal and provincial economic development capacity with governmental macro-manage-
ment is the key to reverse the imbalance.

Key words: high-quality higher education resources; distribution pattern; regional distribution; pro-
vincial distribution; imbalance
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