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Paradigm and Developing Trend of Western Special Education Research

YANG Liu

(Faculty of Education s Southwest University, Chongqging 400715, China)

Abstract: Medical, psychological and sociological paradigm are the several major research paradigms in
the growth of western special education research, and debates between different research paradigms
greatly promote the development of special education and the generation of new research paradigm.
The research paradigm has transformed with the development of society and the changes of research
topics. The transformation of research paradigm of special education provides valuable experiences for
the discipline development, including marching toward diverse research paradigm., launching meta-re-
searching of special education and building a solid academic community.

Key words: special education in western countries; research paradigm; discipline development; meta
research; academic community
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