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On the Intellectual Moral Education and Direct Moral Teaching of Dewey

ZHANG Zheng-jiang
(Faculty of Education, Southwest University , Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: Dewey, the originator of life education theory and life moral education theory, justifiably
criticized intellectual moral education and direct moral teaching. However, he didn’t go to extremes,
but probed into the cause of why intellectual moral education lacks effectiveness, which is the wrong
ethical theoretical foundation. Dewey held that, if ethics is the research on realistic interpersonal rela-
tionships and social relationships, this kind of ethics can be taught directly in high school. There are
two kinds of moral knowledge: one is ontological moral knowledge, the other is conditional moral
knowledge. Dewey expounded the teaching methods about the two kinds of moral knowledge.

Key words: Dewey; moral knowledge; intellectual moral education; direct moral teaching;life moral
education
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