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A Survey of Non-State-Paid Teachers’ Living Conditions

GAO Cong-cong, LI Chen-zhi, WU Qiu-lian
(College of Teacher Education s Shenzhen University , Shenzhen 518060, China)

Abstract; This paper adopts the methods of interview and questionnaire survey to study the living con-
ditions of the Non-State-Paid teachers with Shenzhen as a case. The survey has the following findings.
There are obvious differences between Non-State-Paid and State-Paid teachers in terms of economic
treatment, work environment, professional identity and social identity. Specifically, the Non-State-
Paid teachers face the difficulties of low salaries, unsatisfactory welfare, heavy work load, demanding
assessment, high pressure, and low professional or social identification. Therefore the Non-State-Paid
teachers are a justifiably disadvantaged group, whose living conditions await solution. The govern-
ment should increase investment and policy support, improve their wages, and reform personnel sys-
tems to optimize the structure of Non-State-Paid teacher teams. The schools should gradually build a
harmonious management and evaluation mechanism to ease the employment pressure on Non-State-
Paid teachers.
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