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Organization Theory Approach to Renaming of Chinese Universities

CATI Ningwei
(Compliance Department » Head Office of China CITIC Bank . Beijing 100027, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of organization and management theory as well as Semasiology, the
name of a university reflects its education content, location and characteristics, thus its naming should
follow certain principles. There have been six waves of renaming in the history of Chinese universities,
with the first five mainly driven by external factors, while the last one mainly driven by internal fac-
tors. As an empirical study of the sample of renamed Universities from 2004 to 2012 released by the
Chinese Ministry of Education, we proposed four principles of naming: to be practical and realistic,
veritable, territorial and characteristic. We took empirical analysis in the three steps of open, associa-
tion and core coding of Chinese University renaming phenomenon and found that: the level of the uni-
versities is increased. geographical scope and influence are expanded, and the education content of the
universities has been enriched gradually. There are deeper organization, environment, culture, policy
and competition motives behind the university renaming phenomenon. Finally, the study puts forward
three targeted suggestions. First, giving more organizational resources to create a complementary sys-
tem of colleges and universities; second, positioning the impact area accurately to match its name; third,
summarizing the connotation of education clearly and proposing development goals prospectively.

Key words: Chinese universities; Renaming; Organization and Management Theory; Resource-based
View(RBV); Semasiology
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