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Cultivation of Critical Thinking in English Writing Teaching:
Based on the Analysis of German English Writing Tasks

XIAO Dan

(College of International Studies s Foreign Language Education Research Institute ,
Southwest University s Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: The instruction in English writing classes in German Gymnasium has put cultivation of
students’ thinking as its focus, motivating students through challenging questions based on topics and
texts related to more contemporary social, cultural, and political issues in English countries. The in-
struction follows the path of creativity, close reading of texts, overall formation of the individual and
critical thinking, which also become its defining features, thus better meet the curricular goals of fos-
tering students’ independent growth, increasing their cross-cultural awareness and competence and
meeting the challenge of life-long learning. Examining values in English writing classes in German
Gymnasium with some specific writing tasks provides us practical implications for cultivating Chinese
students’ creativity and critical thinking.

Key words: German Gymnasium ; English writing; writing task analysis; critical thinking
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