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The Correlation between the Principles of Righteousness above
Family and Covering up for Relatives in Education

ZHANG Zhengjiang
(Faculty of Education s Southwest University s Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: Nowadays, with thesociety becoming more and more complex, how should we deal with cov-
ering up for relatives and placingrighteousness above family loyalty in education? Since the late 1980s,
researchers have been debating about Confucian covering up for relatives. Most people agree and re-in-
terpretit. Therefore we ought to be careful when dealing with placing righteousness above family loy-
alty. In the eyes of Ethics, the contradiction is that of Filial and Justice, and solving it need a mature
Normative Ethics which formulated clearly the relationship between Filial and Justice. But there isn’t a
Normative Ethics today. In actual practice in education we have three options to deal with this prob-
lem : Existentialist philosophy, Kant’s Categorical Imperative and Kohlberg’s Cognitive-Developmental
Stages to Moral.

Key words: covering up for relatives; placingrighteousness above family loyalty; filial piety; justice;
moral dialogue

TERE RAER



