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Why a Local Education Reform Was Terminated :
A Case Study on the Integrated Science Curriculum Reform in Secondary School

ZHU Lixia

(Institute of Education Sciences, Bao’anDistrict, Shenzhen 518101, China)

Abstract: Adopting the theory of policy process as the basic analysis framework, we combine the sec-
ondary school integrated science curriculum reform policy’s decision, initiation, implementation and
evaluation stages, and analyze the reason why this reform ended in some places. The main reasonsare
as follows.The reform is based on practical considerations but not on its own needs. The scheme design
and start-up are by closed approaches rather than by open approaches.The scheme at execution is pro-
moting the top-down administrative but not combining various ways. The evaluation of the effect of the
reform is a general and vague implicit evaluation but notthe dominant and scientific empirical test. So
the local education reform must adhere to the value orientation of the public, adhere to the vision of
local governance, and take a combination of top-down and bottom-up reform strategy, and strengthen
the reform project tracking and performance evaluation.

Key words: education reform; local government; theory of policy process; integrated science curricu-
lum reform; local governance

wERE &



