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Comparative Education Research from the Perspective of Neo-institutional Theory

CHEN Shijian, TAN Dan

(Faculty of Education, Southwest University , Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract : Education system and the institutional research have been the focus in comparative education
research for a long time. In recent years, the neo-institutional theory proposed that institution consists
of regulative, normative and cultural-cognitive factors, and it focuses on institution construction,
changing and isomorphism, which makes it the mainstream theory to analyze institution with its u-
nique perspective and strong theoretical explanation. Introducing the neo-institutional theory into com-
parative education will make the research concept more rigorous and consistent, the objective focus
more on institutional innovation, the theme more about institution change, and the research into the
education field.

Key words: globalization; Neo-institutional theory; education system; institutional research; compara-
tive education
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