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Chinese Teachers’ Cultural Identity from the Perspective of Postcolonial Theory

WU Yeqin

(Faculty of Education, Southwest University , Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract ; Cultural identity is one of the core topics of Post-colonial Theory, and it discusses the cultur-
al characteristic of a group or community. As a special social group, the cultural identity of teachers is
a stable, continuous and commonly recognized cultural characteristic formed on the basis of their com-
mon educational experience and cultural codes. The educational nature of teachers’ profession deter-
mines the true meaning of their cultural identity——the responsibility of an individual in the develop-
ment of another individual. However, such an important cultural identity has gradually been removed
in modern theories, and finally, only a professional feature left “teaching”. The school has become
a big examination room; the spirit of education there is not much left. Therefore, teachers should re-
turn to their cultural identity, regain the spirit of education, and fundamentally undertake the respon-
sibility for the development of another group. At the same time, teachers should use *transformative

learning” to set himself free from the domination of interests and others (management) prohibition, to re-
write the chapter of their teaching career, and furthermore to achieve a meaningful and complete self.

Key words: post-colonial theory; Chinese teachers; cultural identity; transformative learning; develop-
ment of individuals
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