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The French Basic Education Curriculum Reform in the 21st Century and Its Implication

HE Xuexin, LI Bo
(School of Educational Science s Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387, China)

Abstract: Factors such as the needs of talents in the globalization of knowledge economy, the wave of
the world basic education curriculum reform, the decline of quality of the basic education, the great
importance government attached to basic education reform and the EU policy have become the impetus
of the basic education curriculum reform in France in the 21st Century. Since the beginning of the 21st
century, the French basic education curriculum has been promoting equality for all students in curric-
ulum ideas, taking focus on the cultivation of ability and the development of students as the purpose
of curriculum, advancing with the times and emphasizing to connect with the world in the content of
the curriculum, optimizing and gradually improving in the design of curriculum, continuously decen-
tralizing power in curriculum management, adjusting the subject and emphasizing on the formative
test in curriculum evaluation, and defining the competency standards of teacher and improving teacher
training in the construction of teachers. France is also facing a lot of problems in the course of basic
education curriculum reform, such as a coherent political system affecting curriculum reform, ideal
curriculum reform encountering practical difficulties, new educational problems brought by massive
influx of immigrants, unsolved problems of school failure, and education equity far from achieved.
The experience and lessons of French basic education curriculum reform enlightened us to promote de-
mocratization and legalization construction of curriculum programs, to flexibly design the curriculum
to promote the personality development of students, to enhance the quality of teachers, to construct a
teachers’ training system, and with multi-pronged approach, to achieve the equity of basic educational.

Key words: France; basic education; curriculum reform; enlightenment
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