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Transformation and Development Trend of American Art Education:
A Comparative Study of the American National Art Education Standards

HE Yueqi
(School of Fine Arts s Southwest University » Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract:In 1994, the US National Art Education Association established the first National Core Arts
Standards (NCAS), which first made arts education a core discipline of basic education, and promoted
the American art education to be “world-class level”. In the 21st century, with the further develop-
ment of economic globalization, multiculturalism and visualization of information, arts education is
facing new challenges. In 2014, the United States published the latest NCAS. By comparing the differ-
ences between the old and new standard, this paper summarizes the changes of the concept, struc-
ture, course content and evaluation in the new NCAS, That is to promote students creative thinking
and innovation through focusing on the process of learning, creating and thinking. The new NCAS
promoted art education to transform into a visualized and diversified teaching mode.

Key words:the United States; visual art; art education; national core arts standards; artistic literacy

TR PAER



