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A Research on English Teaching of Primary and Secondary Schools in China
Based on Metrological Analysis of Core Journals between 1992 and 2015

XIE Sai' ,CHEN Hewen®

(1. Department of Foreign Languages» Guangdong University of Education s Guangzhou 510800, China ;
2. School of Foreign Studies, South China Normal University » Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract: With metrological analysis as the research method, this paper collected core journal papers
on English teaching of primary and secondary schools from 1992 to 2015 in China, and analyzed the
following dimensions of those papers, including quantity and years of publication, keywords, source
journals, authors, citations and funding support, so as to analyze the achievements and existing prob-
lems in this field. The results are indicated through the following six aspects. Firstly, from 1992 to
2015, the amount of published articles increases year by year but at the same time shows regional im-
balance. Secondly, the research subjects mainly concentrate on English curriculum, teaching materi-
als, teaching methods and teachers. Thirdly, the source journal distribution is uneven with Curricu-
lum , Teaching Material and Method (in the field of education) and Foreign Language Teaching and
Research (in the field of foreign languages) as two leading journals. Fourthly, the research area of
English teaching has not reached a mature state and core authors group has, strictly speaking, not
taken shape. Besides, the author collaboration degree and cooperation rate are still low compared with
those abroad; normal colleges and universities become the main research force with East China and
North China the most powerful research regions. Fifthly, the number of references and citation rates
increase gradually, and referencing becomes more standardized. Finally, the quantity of funded papers
is relatively small. More efforts should be made in terms of research content, research method, re-
search force and fund assistance in future research.

Key words: primary and middle schools; English teaching; core papers; bibliometrics
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