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University Origin and Chinese University System Construction
from the Perspective of Historical Materialism

DENG Lei', LIU Qin'*?
(1. Faculty of Education, Southwest University , Chongqing 400715, China ;
2. Discipline Inspection Office s Chongqing University of Education s, Chongqging 400067, China)

Abstract: Historical materialism focuses on the vital function of subject’s choices on the one hand. On
the other, it also emphasizes the social conditionality; therefore it holds the principle that social being
determines social consciousness and also emphasizes that history is shaped by multiple social factors.
University originated from a series of historical processes of natural selection by the social main body,
which was not only determined by necessary monistic determinants, but also influenced by multi-di-
mensional accidental factors. Historical necessity endowed university a basic personality which was in-
herited till now, and contingency contributed to multiple forms of university. The development of
Chinese university shall take history as a mirror under the guidance of Marxist historical materialism,
regard social production chain system and multiple needs of people’s life as preconditions, construct a
multivariate stereoscopic modern university system with special purposes and multilayers.

Key words: historical materialism; university origin; Chinese university system; missions of the uni-
versity; knowledge play; intellectual support
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