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Rethinking Educational Research on Teaching: An Interview with Dr. David T. Hansen

ZHANG Huajun

(Beijing Normal University ,Beijing 100875,China)

Abstract: The interview encompasses the following themes about Dr. Hansen’s recent project with
teachers. (1) What does it mean to fuse philosophy and anthropology in educational research? (2)
Why deploy the concept “person” rather than other similar terms such as self, individual, and identi-
ty? (3) What is distinctive about Dr. Hansen’s methodological approach toward thinking about per-
sons, including what it means to be a person in the role of teacher today? (4) How does this approach
reflect the career-long research path Dr. Hansen has taken? and (5) How can we support teachers who
are confronted with many challenges to respond to their original sense of calling? The value of Dr.
Hansen’s discussion about these issues is that he reminds us of the need to go back to the common
sense that teacher is a person. We should not only evaluate teachers as subjects of scientific standards but
also understand teachers in a humanistic way and take teachers as the colleagues of educational research.
Key words: teacher as person; humanistic research methods; teaching study; bearing witness; teach-
ing as calling
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