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Government Assistance to Disadvantaged Children in
Accessing Early Childhood Education and Care in Australia

ZHAO Qiang
(School of Teacher Education, Taishan University, Tai'an 271000, China)

Abstract;: To deal with market failure, Australian governments take some initiatives to assist disadvan-
taged children in accessing early childhood education and care, such as supporting access priority and
early entry to preschool, funding disadvantaged families and eligible suppliers., innovating service sup-
ply approaches, enhancing the capacity of workforce to provide services to disadvantaged children.
Australian governments have made remarkable achievements, but are also facing several challenges
including the low level of funding and deviation from original objectives for some programs, financial
difficulty of local governments, and qualified workforce shortages. There are several inspirations from
Australia, such as taking the main role of funding by the central government, employing the demand
side funding model, trying to establish integrated service centers, and building a skilled early educa-
tion workforce to serve disadvantaged children better.

Key words: Australia; disadvantaged children; early childhood education and care; government assistance
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