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The Formation of Stenhouse’s Thoughts of Humanities Curriculum Reform

FAN Min
(College of Teacher Education,s Southwest University s Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: The formation of Stenhouse’s thoughts of Humanities Curriculum Reform was the emergent
property resulting from interactions among a series of critical incidents in his personal growth and re-
search experience. This study finds that “the experience of village life and influence of education model
in Manchester Grammar School”, “the inspirations from his supervisor and the educational communi-
ty which was founded by him”, “first experience of going abroad and interest alteration resulting from
his sociology teaching occupation”, and “writing and publishing of Culture and Education” gave rise to
his thoughts and promoted his gradual articulation of theoretical thinking on the question of education
liberation. Besides, the incident of “implementing the ideas of education liberation in the Humanities
Curriculum Project” verified and enriched the thoughts of Humanities Curriculum Reform in practice.
All these incidents jointly promoted the formation of his thoughts of Humanities Curriculum Reform.
Key words: Lawrence Stenhouse; The Humanities Curriculum Reform; thoughts; critical incidents
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