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Exploring the English Teacher’s Teaching Tendency from the Perspective
of Teachers’ Personal Practical Knowledge

SHI Hui', JIANG Yuhong®

(1. College of International Studies, Southwest University, Chongging 400715, China ;
2. Foreign Languages College s, Shanghai Normal University sShanghai, 200234, China)

Abstract: Teaching tendency is defined in this paper as the implicit and explicit tendencies that the for-
eign language teachers have in the teaching practice. Or put it differently, the foreign language teach-
ers may focus on a certain aspect of knowledge of teaching while ignoring others. This paper attempts
to investigate two high school English teachers who have significant teaching tendencies in their teach-
ing from the perspective of personal practical knowledge with a qualitative approach. With the method
of narrative inquiry, we have the following findings. First, the major causes of the English teachers’
teaching tendency were social context factors, their personal life experience, and the important per-
sons. Second, the way to balance English teachers’ teaching tendency includes both social factors and
personal factors. The social factors build a positive work environment, carry out the effective teacher
training programs and change teacher evaluation mechanism, and the personal factors contain the ac-
tive reflection on teaching and a positive response to working environment,

Key words: teaching tendency; teachers’ personal practical knowledge; case study; influencing factors;
balanced manners
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