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Abstract; This literature review firstly offers a historical overview of the research on the district role in
education change in the United States of America and Canada over 40 years. Different eras of research
on the district role during this period are identified, including innovation implementation era of
change, effective school paradigm, restructuring era, and the era of standard-based reform. Most im-
portant studies associated with these eras are reviewed and characteristics of these studies and key re-
search findings are summarized. The review then uses the results of case studies on successful districts
to analyze the challenges confronting district efforts to implement system-wide improvements in
student learning, on district strategies for improving student learning, and on the evidence of impact
on the quality of teaching and learning. Especially, twelve district strategies for improving student
learning are identified and discussed. At the end of the review, five directions of future research on
district role in education change are discussed.
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