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The Policy Dilemma and Reform of Combining Teaching and Research:
Based on the Analysis of Policy TextsFrom 1987 to 2014

LI Yonggang
(Institute of Higher Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: Combining teaching and research is the basic orientation of national science and education
policy. However, through policy text analysis, wefind thatthe combination of teaching and research
are in an inferior and passive position, even though the role of college research in national innovation
and development has been increasingly emphasized. There are also problems of no strong connection
between different policy making institutions, no concrete regulations of policy implementation and
weak control of micro practice. Policies-oriented methods should be implemented to promote the com-
bination of teaching and research in higher education. First, through reform of the current research
programs, their role in talent cultivation should be fully taken advantage of. Second, teaching finan-
cial allocation should be given restrictively so as to avoid scattershot investment in teaching resource.
Third, the management should design development path for teaching-centered teachers so that the in-
tellectual resources can be well distributed. Forth, reference quantity of teachers’ teaching engage-
ment should be made, which will regulate teaching management.
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