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Academic Significance and Value Load of Conceptual Domain in Comparative Education Studies

YUAN Liping, CHEN Shaoyang
(School of Education s Shaanzi Normal University , Xi'an 710062, China)

Abstract ;. Concept is not only the most basic unit and materialof logical thinking, but also the thinking
patterns and thinking ideas that reflect the nature of the objects. “conceptual domain” governs the
meaning of theconcept’s “signifier” and “signified” and represents the unity of “existence” and “na-
ture”. “conceptual domain” in comparative education refers to the cultural backgrounds and certain
ranges of the concepts involved incomparative education studies. From the perspective of the objectivi-
ty of the concept, “conceptual domain” can be divided into self-regulated type, discipline-regulated
type and state-regulated type. “conceptual domain” can bear the practical and scientific value of the
comparative education research, especially in terms of driving the comparative education studies to the
micro direction.

Key words: comparative education; comparative education studies; concept; conceptual domain
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