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Reflections on the Notions of Examining, Testing, Marking and Grading

Written by John White', Translate by Zhao xiantong®
(1. UCL Institute of Education, London England WC1HOAL ;
2. Department of education s southwest university ,Changging 400715, China)

Abstract: The paper begins by investigating the concepts of examining, testing, grading and marking
and relations between them. It shows that what we call ‘examinations’ in the educational world can be
very different from an examination as systematic and thorough investigations and how the notion of
marking became central to how we think of examinations. The paper then looks at self-examination,
its rootedness in religious concerns and links that have been made between examination success and
possessing moral virtues. A section on a range of problems with conventional examinations is followed
by a final section that looks at a positive alternative. This brings examining in school closer to the no-
tion of systematic and thorough investigation.

Key words:examining; testing; grading and marking; self~examination; élite schooling; formative as-
sessment
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