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The Changes and Tension of Canadian Education Policies Towards Indigenous Minorities

LIU Xiaowei
(School of Educational Science, Dali Univeristy ., Dali 671003, China)

Abstract: This paper examines education policies toward indigenous minorities in Canada during the
period of nation-building, from the latter half of the nineteenth century to the first half of the twenti-
eth century, after abrief introduction of the history of indigenous minorities. Canada firstly tried to
segregate indigenous children into separate educational institutions to assimilate them into mainstream
society, and then Canada approached national integration using a notion of citizenship that allows con-
siderable space for minorities but is challenged by unity. This paper, at last, discusses the educational
reform movement launched by indigenous minorities in the 1960s, and proposed keeping tension and
balance between citizenship and nationality in multicultural education.

Key words: Canada;indigenous minorities;education policy;citizenship identity
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