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Reflections on the A-Hundred-Year Interaction between Ethnic Culture and Modern Education

NI Shengli

(Center for Studies of Education and Psychology of Minorities in Southwest China »
Southwest University s Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: Ethnic culture, which derives from the unique ecological and cultural environments, is prim-
itive, simple, harmonious and native. It is handed down from generation to generation spontaneously.
In the past over one hundred years., great changes in society have brought about fundamental transfor-
mation between the modes of production and life, which makes national traditional culture lose its
condition to survive. Modern education has developed in the ethnic areas out of nothing and from being
minor to major, and then popularizes the science and culture and agglomerates the ethnic spirit. In ad-
dition, it has opened a door to the world, which plays an important role in integrating the cultural
systems with independent development and from different sources into the mainstream culture. How-
ever, the modern education whose main purpose is to assimilate cultures neglects the background of
the ethnic culture and the reality of the ethnic surviving, which increasingly impairs the internal impe-
tus of the ethnic development. Therefore, it is necessary to reflect on the history, observe the reality,
gain insight into the future, think from the root of the ethnic culture so as to recognize and establish
the contemporary missions and value solicitudes of the ethnic education, to promote the ethnic cul-
ture, and to explore the impetus of the ethnic endogenous development. Only in those ways can we
find a way for the existence of the ethnic groups.

Key words: ethnic culture; ethnic education; modern education; education culture; endogenous devel-
opment; harmonious coexistence
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