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The “Tao” and “Instrument” of Cultural Orientation in
Chinese Textbooks for Ethnic Primary and Middle Schools

JIN Zhiyuan
(Inner Mongol Normal University, College of Education Science, Hohhot 010022, China)

Abstract: For ethnic primary and middle school students, Chinese is their second language, and their
first language is their ethnic language. Chinese textbooks are used for second language learning. From
the perspective of “Tao” and “instrument”, the cultural inheritance orientation of Chinese textbooks
can be divided into the orientation of “public culture” and “dual culture”. In view of the limitations of
the two orientations, the ethnic orientation should be adopted in Chinese textbooks. We should not
only avoid regarding the Chinese textbook only as the public cultural orientation of the Han students
in learning Chinese, but also disapprove of the “dual culture” orientation, which emphasizes both the
Chinese language and the second language teaching. The ethnic orientation is superior to the “public
culture” orientation and “dual culture” orientation, which is specifically shown in the following three
aspects. Firstly, it helps to differentiate Chinese curriculum and textbook in second language curricu-
lum from Chinese language curriculum and textbook of Chinese curriculum. Secondly, it helps to re-
flect the characteristics and rules of minority students learning second languages in Chinese teaching.
Thirdly, it requires teachers to make scientific and reasonable setting and arrangement in the teaching
objectives, contents, methods and other aspects on the basis of ethnic minority students’ learning
characteristics and needs to avoid copying the mode of language teaching.

Key words: ethnic primary and secondary schools; Chinese textbooks; cultural orientation; public cul-
ture; bilingual culture; nationalization
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