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Cooperation between the Commonwealth and States and
Territories in Early Childhood Education and Care in Australia

ZHAO Qiang
(School of Teacher Education, Taishan University, Tai'an 271000, China)

Abstract ; The Commonwealth and states and territories cooperate extensively in early childhood educa-
tion and care (ECEC) in Australia in recent years. The main drivers of cooperation include the multi-
ple overlapping of roles and responsibilities of the two parties in the field, dependence of states and
territories on the Commonwealth as a result of vertical financial imbalance (VFI), and the national
significance of ECEC. Two levels of governments cooperate mainly in universal access to pre-school
education, quality supervision, indigenous child development and teacher construction. Australia has
achieved some success from the cooperation, but is faced with several challenges, such as a few nega-
tive effects resulting from high levels of VFI, fiscal pressure confronting two levels of governments.,
and performance accountability subject to several limitations. We can get some inspirations from the
cooperation policy in Australia for the relevant management in our country, including enhancing coop-
eration in preschool education between central and local governments, clarifying the roles and respon-
sibilities of the governments, and handling the fiscal relations between them reasonably.

Key words: early childhood education and care; preschool education; cooperation between the Com-
monwealth and states and territories; Australia
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