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The Way to Cultivate Cross-cultural Communication Competence of Primary School Students
——With the China-Canadian “Sister School Communication” Program as an Example

LI Bijing, LI Ying
(The Faculty of Education, Southwest University, Chongqing , 400715, China)

Abstract: Since China and Canada established the educational reciprocal learning program between the
East and the West in 2013, sister schools have conducted useful explorations in implementing cross-
cultural communication. To build an education cooperation system based on the sustainable develop-
ment of China and Canada, the affiliated primary school of Southwest University and its sister school
East Wood in Canada have divided the objectives of cultivating cross-cultural communication skills of
primary school students into content, emotional, and ability goals. With the clear objectives, the two
schools have achieved initial success in immersive cross-cultural training, interdisciplinary cross-cul-
tural training, thematic cross-cultural training, and project-driven cross-cultural training. Based on
this, the specific strategies for training students’ intercultural communicative competence that can be
selected by our school are proposed: establishing the guiding ideology of education to promote cross-
cultural communication, clearing the implementation barriers of intercultural education from the poli-
cy perspective, and building a cross-culturally communicative campuses, improve cross-cultural com-
munication systems, develop cross-cultural education programs and activities from the operational
perspective, and introduce teaching methods that reflect the concept of cross-cultural education from
the classroom perspective.

Key words:intercultural communication competence; project drive; sister school; reciprocal learning;
educational cooperation
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