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Analysis of Gender Stereotype in Kindergarten Textbooks
——A Case Study of Kindergarten Theme Course (Spring Edition)

XU Li', MO Shiyi*

(1. Nanjing Normal University Of Special Education s Nanjing 210038; 2. Guangxi Normal University s Guilin 541006, China)

Abstract: This paper selects 14 children’s books from the current textbooks used in kindergarten, and
studies the gender stereotypes in the texts and pictures. The result shows that from the “appearance”,
“role behavior”, “occupation” and “characteristics” (Deaux and Lewis, 1984) four dimensions there
are gender stereotypes in 14 children’s books. The writers, publishers, kindergarten teachers and par-
ents are expected to pay more attention to this issue and to actively find ways to solve this problem
through this study. Kindergartens are also expected to pay more attention to the similarities between
the genders, and strive to pass on values of gender equality when choosing textbooks to actively guide
the formation of preschool children’s gender roles. At the same time, people are expected to no longer
give social definition and bondage based on gender, so that both boys and girls can develop an inde-
pendent personality, have the right to choose their own social life, and promote the development of
socialization in children.

Key words: kindergarten textbooks; gender stereotypes; children’s textbook
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