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The Devious Course of Consolidation and Revival of Rural Small-scale Schools
in the United States and Its Enlightenment

LU Meng, TANG Zhisong

(Faculty of Education s Southwest University , Chongqing , 400715, China)

Abstract:In the past hundred years, against the background of improving the quality of running a
school, pursuing the economies of scale and advocating the value pluralism, the rural small-scale
schools in the United States have undergone devious course of rapid consolidation, delayed consolida-
tion and restorative redevelopment with its impact lasted until present. This process reflects that the
motivation for its continuous reform lies in the need and promotion of social development. The United
States continues to explore the development path of small-scale schools in rural areas, aiming at guar-
anteeing the basic quality, improving the economies of scale and adhering to the pluralistic value.
Therefore, it provides some useful experience for the development of small-scale schools in rural areas
in China, including adherence to dialectical attitude and multi-value orientation, support for the devel-
opment of rural schools with scientific theories, and guiding the development of rural schools with
practical wisdom, so as to avoid the blindness of theory and impulse of practice.

Key words: Rural Small-scale Schools; consolidation of school; quality of running school; the econo-
mies of scale; pluralistic value; the United States
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