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A Researchon the Initial Reflective Ability of the Full-time Mastersof Education
—Based on the Researchof D Normal University

LIANG Ronghua', CAO Yanling®, RAO Congman'

(1. Faculty of Education, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, china;
2. Facultyof Educational Sciences s University of Helsinki, Helsinki 00014, Finland)

Abstract: As the reflective practitioners in the future, pre-service teachersneed to develop their reflec-
tive ability. A questionnaire was used to investigate and analyze the initialsituation of reflective ability
of the full-time masters of education from grade 2016 in D Normal University. The results are as fol-
lows. Firstly, the overall reflective ability of the full-time masters of education was above the average
level and it shows statistically normal distribution, but significant imbalance was shown between sub-
ordinate factors, indicating that the development of competence of reflective teaching obviously lag be-
hind others. Secondly, the independent samples test show that there are significant disparitiesamong
the masters on theirlevels of reflective ability. Thirdly, whether the masters have previous teaching
experience and educational practice experience, and whether they had been normal university under-
graduates or not, did not show significant impact on their reflective ability. It concludes that we need
to pay more attention on the development of reflective ability of the individual full-time masters of ed-
ucation and narrow the gap among them on the basis of the improvement of their overall levels of that
ability. We should proactively explore effective reflective models to achieve spiral development of re-
flective ability in the pre-service teachers’ repeated and ongoing practices.

Key words: full-time mastersof education; educational practice; reflective ability; teacher education
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