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On the Characteristics and Trends of American Normal Professional Accreditation(NPA)

LONG Baoxin
(School of Education s Shaanxi Normal University , Xi'an 710062, China)

Abstract; Professional Accreditation means the process ofestablishingaccreditation bodies and imple-
menting accreditation centering onspecific social aims. American NPA’sprofile is made up of diversi-
fied accreditation aims, multilevel accreditation bodies anda “three-step” accrediting circle. There are
four couples of characteristics of American NPA, that is, pure and civil, sustaining and developing,
open and scientific, and authoritative and internally orderly. In the future, American NPA is trending
towards improving NPA standards, focusing on performance-oriented accreditation, paying more con-
cerns on practice accreditation, and building the partnership between states and accreditation bodies.
Key words: Normal Professional Accreditation (NPA); accreditation profile; characteristics; trends;
American
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