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The Survey and Analysis of the Critical Thinking Traits of
Master Degree Candidates in Normal Universities

CHEN Fu', YANG Xiaoli', ZHANG Ronghua®
(1. School of Education s Shanxi Normal University ;
2. School of Teacher Education s Shanxi Normal University s Linfen 041000, China)

Abstract; With the method of the critical thinking disposition inventory (Chinese version), 2660 mas-
ter degree candidates from four normal universities in four provinces were surveyed. The results show
that: (1) The overall score of critical thinking traits of test sample is 274.6 (< 280), which is obvi-
ously low; (2) The score of critical thinking traits of academic postgraduate students in normal uni-
versities directly subordinate to the Ministry of Education was significantly higher than that of profes-
sional postgraduate students in provincial normal universities; (3) Master degree candidates’ critical
thinking shows no significant differences in gender, grade and subject. In order to improve more and
more students’ critical thinking ability, we should first establish the status of critical thinking in post-
graduate education. Secondly, normal universities should give priority to put critical thinking educa-
tion into curricula. Finally. it is necessary to increase the research and survey of critical thinking.
Key words: Normal Universities; master degree candidates; critical thinking; curriculum
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