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Retrospection and Thinking of Chinese Foreign Students’ Education in the

Past 40 Years Since the Reform and Opening-up
——A Citespace-based Co-word Analysis

YAO Lin, FAN Tingting
(Faculty of Education s Southwest University s Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract ; Since the Reform and Opening-up, research on the education of foreign students in China has
developed rapidly in a good momentum. This article offers a co-word analysis of the Chinese and for-
eign scholars’ research literature in China between 1978 and 2018, and summarizes the three major
phases of start-up and exploration, initial fruitfulness and rapid development. It concludes that the
study of foreign students in China has a research field from singleness to diversification, and the per-
spective of the study shifts from macroscopic to microscopic. Meanwhile, we need to look into the fu-
ture to be able to help the research on the education of foreign students in China make progress.

Key words: foreign students’ education; research on foreign students’ education in China; the 40th an-
niversary of the Reform and Opening-up; co-word analysis; overall perspective; scientific information
measurement analysis
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