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On the Role of Life History Research in Goodson’s Teacher Studies

ZHAOQO Kang

(College of Education, Zhejiang University s Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract: Life history research has been increasingly applied to the field of educational research today.
British educationalist Ivor Goodson applied life history research not only to curriculum studies long
ago, but also widely to teacher studies. Based on different periods of Goodson’s researches on teach-
ers, this article investigates and analyzes his thought on teacher studies, finding that life history re-
search plays multiple roles in his studies, which embodies in his research methodology concern in
studying teachers’ lives, his ideas about educational theory building on"middle ground", and his cur-
rent works on"narrative learning"theory and"narrative pedagogy". Life history research as an enduring
principle in his teacher studies at different periods reflects his deep social concern to teachers and
might offer some insightful implications to teachers as well as the researchers and practitioners in
teacher education.

Key words: Goodson; life history; narrative; teacher studies; teacher education
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