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An Analysis of Ten Major Events of China’s Higher Education in 2018
——An Academic Salon of "Annual Inventory of Higher Education Events"

HE Zubin

(Guangxi Normal University s Guilin 541004, China)

Abstract: This paper reviews the ten major events of China’ s higher education in 2018. These events
are as follows. Xi Jinping’s speech on May 2 on grasping the trend of the times, focusing on the future
development, and defining the new tasks of colleges and universities in the new era. The National Ed-
ucation Congress was held to systematically summarize and fully deploy the development of China’s
education and to express the pioneering spirit of education in the new era. The National Undergraduate
Education Congress issued "40 Articles of Higher Education in the New Era", which puts forward
new requirements for the construction of higher education in the new era. The construction of "Double
First-Class" should be promoted continuously, leading universities to take the road of connotative de-
velopment and improving the overall level of higher education. The publication of the fourth round of
discipline evaluation results has promoted the development of discipline construction and the research
process of discipline evaluation standards. On the fortieth anniversary of Reform and Opening up,
China’s higher education has made historic achievements in terms of quantity, quality, system reform
and international level. In the new era, the construction of teachers’ ranks has been initiated, with the
focus on the study and revision of teachers’ laws and the formulation of teachers’ professional codes of
conduct, with a view to creating a high-quality teacher rank. Actions are taken to break through the "
Five Onlys" (only papers, only hats,only titles, only academic qualifications and only awards) in an
attempt to change the value imbalance existing in the current evaluation system and reverse the unsci-
entific evaluation orientation. The formal establishment of Westlake University is a boldexploration of
private higher education in China and pioneers the reform and development of higher education in Chi-
na. The exposure of falsification of professors’ papers in Nanjing University has aroused a heated dis-
cussion in the society, which reflects that the system of teacher evaluation and the system of severe
punishment for academic misconduct in China needs to be improved. This paper analyzes the major e-
vents from different angles, presents the dynamic trends of China’s higher education in 2018, and re-
views and reflects the reform and development of higher education in China.
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