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The Cultural Ecological Approach of Teacher Professional Development

WANG Xiaofang
(School of Educational Sciences s Henan University » Kai Feng 475004, China)

Abstract : For a long time, the discussion of the three approaches to teachers’ professional development
is a persistent hot topic. The disadvantage of each approach is also increasingly prominent. Especially,
the ecological approach to teacher professional development has gradually moved toward the trend of "
deviating culture". It is of special importance to explore the professional development of teachers in
the cultural ecological approach. The approach believes that its knowledge comes from the background
of "educational ecology" in which the teacher is located. The professional identity of the teacher is
attached to the " educational culture ecology" or background in which the teacher is located. The
professional development of the teacher is based on the specific cultural ecology. It is a dynamic
process of holistic development and two-way interaction with culture.

Key words: cultural ecological approach; teachers’ professional development; concept of knowledge;
view on teachers; teacher development outlook
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