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A Transdisciplinary Approach to the Training of English Teachers
in the Context of Internationalization of Basic Education

ZHU Ronghua
(School of Foreign Studies, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou 221116, China)

Abstract: In the context of internationalization of basic education, a perspective of transdisciplinarity
has provided an alternative to the traditional teachers’ education of English majors. A teacher capable
of integrating different disciplines and teaching at least one non-English subject in English will meet
the demand of the internationalization of basic education. Transdisciplinarity, an innovative idea to in-
tegrate disciplines, aims to solve problems which cannot be addressed in a certain disciplinary struc-
ture. Simply put, there are four approaches to innovate teachers’ education of English major from the
perspective of transdisciplinarity. First, cooperation across schools should be encouraged to benefit all
the participants. Second, cultivation mode should be innovated to train excellent teachers. Third, a
transdisciplinary curriculum should be set up to cross the boundaries of disciplines. Fourth, joint ef-
forts between institutes should be made to optimize the system of transdisciplinarity. Moreover, prep-
arations such as investigations, management mode and the development of the faculty should be made
before the transdisciplinary approach is applied to innovate teacher education of English majors.

Key words: internationalization of basic education; English teacher training; talent training mode;
transdisciplinarity; teacher demand
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