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The Implementation and Enlightenment of Experiential Learning
in American Elementary and Secondary Schools

LIU Guixia

(School of Geographical Sciences, Southwest University s Chongging 400715, China)

Abstract: The connotation of experiential learning is gradually enriched and deepened along with the
development of the times, in which direct experience and reflection are always the core of its concept.
The idea of experiential learning permeates American educational culture. It is manifestedin the fol-
lowing aspects.On the one hand, primary school education is based on students’ real perception, focu-
sing on providing students with opportunities ofreal experience and stimulating students’ interest in
learning.On the other hand, secondary school education, especially high school education, is based on
students’ real experience, and focuses on providing students with opportunities to test the knowledge
they have learned in new situations, and on the internalization and absorption of students’ knowledge
and skills. The analysis of the implementation in experiential learning in American primary and sec-
ondary schools can provide the following enlightenment for the implementation of basic education cur-
riculum reform in China: firstly, to further promote the teaching idea of experiential learning; sec-
ondly, to create a teaching environment for students’ real experience; thirdly, to focus on implemen-
ting performance evaluation based on testing student experiential learning.

Key words: The United States; primary and secondary schools; experiential learning; direct experience
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