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Reality and Way of Development for the Primary and
Secondary School Teachers in Ethnic Minority Poverty Areas
——An Investigation of Yunnan Ning’er Hani and Yi Autonomous County

WEI Jun

(Faculty of Education s Southwest University , Chongging 400715 ,China)

Abstract: China’s national policy has brought about the strengthening of teachers and improvement of
teachers’ well-fare in the primary and secondary schools in ethnic poverty areas. However, the devel-
opment of teachers in these areas is still far from satisfactory. Primary and secondary school teachers
in Yunnan Ning'er Hani and Yi Autonomous County were targeted in our investigation and deep inter-
view. The investigation has the following findings. First, the teacher’s willingness and potential to im-
prove professional competence are inadequate. Second, system and mechanism to guarantee their de-
velopment are insufficient. Third, teachers and teaching as a profession fail to receive due respect. In
order to improve the development quality of primary and secondary school teachers in ethnic poor are-
as, the following suggestions are given. First, the goal of teachers’ professional development should
be reset and their endogenous motivation of development needs to be cultivated. Second, teachers’
learning abilities are supposed to be reformed with the aim to consistently elevate their professional
competence. Third, the management system of teachers ought to be refined so as to guarantee teacher
development. Fourth, a cultural environment of respecting teachers and teaching as a profession
should be constructed for the purpose of helping them whole-heartedly devote their efforts to the cause
of education.

Key words: poverty areas; education for ethnic minorities; teacher development; teachers’ learning
ability; teacher management system
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