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The Evolution of and Rational Reflection on China’s Teacher Education Policy in the Past 70 Years
Based on the Dual Perspective of Value Orientation and Tool Selection

TAN Zheng, LU Xiaotao
(School of Educational Science , Gannan Normal University , Ganzhou 341000, China)

Abstract ; Policy value orientation defines the dimensions of policy tools, which are important means to
realize policy value orientation. Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China 70 years ago,
China’s teacher education policy has gone through three stages of political value orientation, economic
value orientation and the return of teacher-based value, and has six characteristics. The interest de-
mand shifts from nation orientation to nation-and-teacher orientation. The motivation shifts from ex-
tension development to the connotation development. The value orientation shifts from serving the
politics to and efficiency priority to the fair equilibrium. The path exploration transits from separate
closedness to diversified openness. The operating mechanism changes from pre-service training to inte-
gration of pre-service training and post-service training. The policy tool changes from a single adminis-
trative tool to a combination of mixed tools. The reasons of all these changes include not only the re-
striction of the internal law of policy evolution, but also the influences of external factors including
the guiding role of the value orientation of education policy, the path dependence in the changes of
teachers’ education policy, the historical background of the development of teachers’ education, and
the game of the main interests of teacher education, and the introduction and drive of international ed-
ucation. It is no longer justifiable to interpret the text of teacher education policy, but to explore the
evolution of China’s teacher education policy from the perspective of value orientation and tool selec-
tion. It can urge policy researchers to think rationally about the process of teacher education policy in
China and promote the healthy and sustainable development of teacher education.

Key words: teacher education policy; value orientation; policy tools; "teacher’s standard"; interest de-
mands
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