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English Teachers’ Evaluation of Textbooks
——A Cognitive Discourse Analysis Perspective

HUI Yu'?, DONG Yaqing®
(1. Graduate School , Xi'an International Studies University, Xi'an 710128 China ;
2. Xing Zhi College » Xi'an University of Finance and Economics,» Xi'an 710038 China)

Abstract; This research aims to uncover how teachers evaluate the language in English textbooks for
second language learners. Employing the methodology of Cognitive Discourse Analysis (CODA), the
study investigates a small corpus contained 9 experienced nonnative English teachers’ evaluation data
of 4 conversations in international and local English textbooks. Four major evaluation foci are firstly i-
dentified in the corpus by a content analysis as follows: language, context, foreign language teaching
(FLT), and preference. A linguistic analysis of the corpus in terms of modality and appraising items is
then conducted from the perspective of Interpersonal Function of Systematic Functional Linguistics
(SFL). Findings are as follows. First, teachers show a high degree of uncertainty in evaluating Eng-
lish textbooks. Second, most of their appraising items are general evaluation on the authenticity and
correctness of textbook language. Third, teachers show preference to the local textbooks. At the end
of this paper, some suggestions are put forward for textbook evaluation and English teaching.

Key words: English teacher; textbook evaluation; Cognitive Discourse Analysis
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