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On the Role of Classroom Emergencies in Promoting Teachers Professional Development

XU Fei', XU Xuefu®

(1. Southwest Nationalities Education and Psychology Research Center ;
2. Faculty of Education s Southwest University s, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract : Classroom emergencies are often seen as an interruption of the teaching process that teachers
are trying to avoid. In fact, as an unexpected encounter in a teacher’s career, it plays a role in impro-
ving teachers’ professional quality by honing their educational mentality, stimulating teaching reflec-
tion and promoting self-realization. Therefore, the process of dealing with classroom emergencies can
be regarded as a form of discontinuous education, which has the characteristics of uncertainty, discon-
tinuity, turning point and exclusivity. Through the analysis and summary, it is found that teachers’
professional development will be effectively promoted through the mechanism of four stages: encoun-
ter, shock, reflection and comprehension. Therefore, in order to enable teachers to better acquire the
educational value of encounters, the author puts forward some suggestions, such as giving teachers a
correct understanding, broadening their own vision and improving their professional judgment.

Key words: classroom unexpected emergency; teacher’s professional development; non-continuous ed-
ucation; professional judgment; professional mentality; teaching reflection
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