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A Forum on Disciplinary Construction of Teacher Education

CHEN Shijian', ZHU Xudong®, ZHU Dequan', YU Wensen®, SONG Yuan®
(1. Faculty of Education s Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China ;
2. Faculty of Education » Beijing Normal University . Beijing 100875, China ;
3. College of Teacher Education, Fujian Normal University , Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract:In 2018, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China issued the Opinions on
Comprehensively Deepening the Reform of the Construction of Teachers in the New Era, which clear-
ly proposed strengthening the disciplinary construction of teacher education. The Ministry of Educa-
tion and the other five departments of Chinese central government also issued the Action Plan for
Teacher Education Promotion (2018 —2022) , which stipulates the building of first-class teacher colle-
ges and first-class teacher education majors with a strong encouragement and support of qualified uni-
versities to set up teacher education disciplines on their own agendas. This not only reflects the impor-
tance and urgency of the disciplinary construction of teacher education in the new era, but also un-
doubtedly has an important guidance and a strong role in promoting the disciplinary construction of
teacher education in China. Therefore, this forum invites some scholars to focus on the disciplinary
construction of teacher education. Chen Shijian from Southwest University believes that the theoretical
research and academic exchange of teacher education has laid the necessary foundation for the creation
of teacher education disciplines. At the same time, the endogenous demand for the growth of teacher
education knowledge has become more and more intense. Teacher education is transforming from a
relatively loose field to one with clear boundaries. Therefore, it is necessary to strengthen the theoret-
ical research, strongly promote the construction of the academic community for teacher education,
and attach great importance to the institution construction of the teacher education college. Zhu Xud-
ong from Beijing Normal University suggests that there would not be a first-class teacher education
without a first-class teacher education discipline. The construction of teacher education discipline could
not be separated from the support of specific conditions and rich content. Its main content consists of
teachers, mode of training, scientific research and social services. The focus as well as the difficult
point is how to cultivate teachers’ ethics. Zhu Dequan from Southwest University holds that teacher
education should adhere to the concept of “cross-border and transcendence”, by which we should cross
the professional boundaries of different disciplines such as Chinese, mathematics and science, tran-
scend the “professional” and “administrative” orientations and avoid the one-way thinking of pedago-
gy, subject teaching theory, and subject pedagogy. This means that we should construct a relatively
independent theoretical system of teacher education and form a cross-sector collaborative “super sys-
tem” of teacher education. Yu Wensen et al. from Fujian Normal University summarizes Fujian Nor-
mal University’s continuing reform of teacher education and their practical exploration in the discipli-
nary construction of teacher education.

Key words: disciplinary construction; teacher education; teacher pedagogy; academic community;
teacher specialization
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