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A Forum on Early Education for Infants and Toddlers

ZHAO Di, YAN Zhonglian, XIE Fuxiu,ZHENG Qiqi, TTAN Xiuyu, HUA Zheng

(Faculty of Education s Northeast Normal University s Changcun 130024 ,China)

Abstract: This forum of several papers focuses on the hot topics of early education for the infants and
toddlers aged 0-3 years from the aspects of history, games, models, support for vulnerable children,
and individualization. Among them, the first paper “Tradition of Early Education for 0-3-year-old In-
fants and Toddlers in China” discusses the timing, form, content and concept of traditional early edu-
cation, expounds the basis of the existence of early education from the historical perspective, and
presents the historical development origin of early education for 0-3-year-old infants and toddlers.
Based on the current practice in the development of early education for 0-3-year-old infants and tod-
dlers, the paper “Mode of Early Education Mode for 0-3-year-old Infants and Toddlers in China” sum-
marizes and extracts different modes of early education, i.e. family-led early education mode, institu-
tion-led early education mode and service-oriented early education mode, which enlightens us for fur-
ther expanding the development path of early education for 0-3-year-old infants and toddlers. Games
play an important role in the current theory of early childhood education. As is concluded in the paper
“Characteristics of Games for 0-3-year-old Infants and Toddlers in China”, the infants and toddlers
play the games mainly based on the perception of action, and these games always contain repetitive el-
ements; scenes in the games are closely related to actual life; and adults often act as the observers,
participants and directors when the infants and toddlers play games. The paper “Early Education for
Vulnerable Groups of 0-3-year-old Infants and Toddlers” reveals that China has gained unique experi-
ence in the practice and exploration of early education governance despite that the current early educa-
tion for the vulnerable groups of 0-3-year-old infants and toddlers also face many difficulties. Such ex-
perience includes: giving play to the leading role of the government, emphasizing legal protection, and
improving the service system. Due to the difference of individual development, early education for 0-3-
year-old infants and toddlers needs more targeted guidance. The paper “Application of RTI in Care and
Education for 0-3-year-old Infants and Toddlers” ’
should be carried out on the basis of systematic learning of childcare knowledge, individualized educa-
tion programs should be formulated based on evaluation and intervention, growth and change of in-
fants and toddlers should be recorded and parent-child interaction should be flexibly adjusted, and im-

suggests that “prospective” care and education

portance shall be attached to changes of education environment and system to ensure long-term educa-
tion effect.

Key words:infant & toddler; early education; games for infants and toddlers; development of infants
and toddlers; care and education for infants and toddlers
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