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Free Value Leads the Transformation of School Education:
Enlightenment from Neill’s Practice of Liberal Education in Summerhill School

CHEN Xiaohui, YANG Rifei
(College of Education s Inner Mongolia Normal University, Hohot 010022 ,China)

Abstract: Against the background of cultivating and practicing the socialist core values, schools at all
levels in China have carried out a wide range of free value education activities, and achieved remarka-
ble results, but the problems are also prominent. The most fundamental problem is that the logical
relationship among free value education, free education and children’s free development has not been
clarified, which makes free value education become the education of recognizing free value. If we want
to achieve long-term effect in the activities of free value education, we should take the implementation
of liberal education in schools as the background and promote the free development of students as the
goal to ensure that students understand, experience, feel and practice the value of freedom in their life
and specific actions. Neill’s liberal education at Summerhill School may offer important implications in
this respect.

Key words: Socialist core values; freedom; free education; Summer Hill School
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